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DCYI HRIETING FOR
SENATOR STENRNIS

VIETRAM
I. In Rorth Vietnam, we are beginning to see some of

the demeénsions of the Soviet assistance program.

A. Ve haveicound three suriface-to-air missile
wiltes so :ar, a.1 of them generally about
i$ miles or so from Hanoi to the south. At
teag{ two ol them are still under construction.
Jniy one of the sites has any eaquipment in
evidence |, and our reconnaissance has detected
noU midsilaes yet.
A Sovset diplomal recently said that there
are a:50 sites around the port city of
Haiphong. We have no evidence to sube-
sliantiate this remark, but weather has
prevented good photograpghy of the Haiphong

area iwv about a month.
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#. The latest photography shows efight IL-28 BEAGLE light
Jei bombers itn North Vietnam, all ot ihem flown in
across Chinx from the Soviet Union. There are also
63 MIG-13 or MIG-17 jet fighters, and a few more

betag asseulled. The first 44 of these were {lown

! in irom Chiva, the res{ have apparently been shipped
in trates from the Soviet Union.

; 1. Anotner Soviel diplomat has hinted that some of

! the jet {ighters are being flown by soviet pilote.
we have no évidence of this, and believe that
there ave enough trained North Vietnamese pilots
to hancle the aircraii they have or hand. é

2. On June 4, Communigt Jet fighters over North Viet-

i nam made fthelr first atteapt Ln two months to en-

gage UF sircraft. Four MIG fighters jumped two i

UL Navy fighters {lying a protective patrol

about 30 miles south of Hanol, They fired un-

guided #ir-1o-Rir misslles which missed. One

of our pilots obtained a lock-on with his radar on

one of tne Communist jets, but his missile failed

Lo fire, Before any further action could be

laken, the MIGe broke contact and took off for

the Norih.
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Lo Abe soviets are apparently alsc providing the
&ulih Vielnamese with more effective radars,
and possibly antiaireraft guns.

The latesl phase of our alr attacks on North

L

Vietnam invoives some economic targets, such as

Thermal power plants and port facilities, and

a few targets just north of the 20th parailel,

The wmajor emphasis continues to be on military

targets and transportation facilities.

i. The North Vietnamese are using ferries to
fepiace destroyed bridyes. This requires
lLigbhter loads, and more trucks. Intercepted
Lesrales ahow that thousands of workers
pEGm the northern part of tae country are
being woved south to repair roads and bridges.

in early June we received additional indications that

R

ihe Noril Vietnamese for the present are completely
uninieresied 1n discussing negotiations. The North
Vielnamese Foreign Minister, taiking to the chief

wi the Cabadian 1CC delegation, simply repeated
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ihe standard Hanol “Four Points” which center on the
complete withdrawal of the US military presence in
Ssouath Vieinaw,

1. Peiping is proiably quite optimistic about Communisat
prospects in South Vietnam, and the Chinese are al-
moatl certalnly encouraging the DRV anc Viet Cong to
Leep the pressare on--and possibly to step up (he
pace of the war. Peiping's recent actions suggest that
the Chinese believe this <ourse RS increased the
chances of & UM emscalation which might involve air
sirikes agalost targets inside China .

AL {0 e past few weeks Peiplng has wsade a concerted
effort to ceter the U8 by a series of new varnings
concerning the possible conequasnens

L. Chinese oropaganda and private statements
by iéeaeess in Pelping have apparently been
caicaiates o underscore earlier threats that
Communist China mignt become more directly in
volved, and would respond to blows against
China by launching a Korean-type war in

soulheast Agia.
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The «ontinuing rail disruptions in South
China probably rellect priority shipment of
military ireight to North Vietnam from
China and the USSR but are not o & mRgnie-
tude whéch wouid suggest any major Chinese
troop movement.

In South Vietnam, the expected summer ofiensive by ‘

ma jor focus is shifting:
the Viet Cong has apparently begun. Jhey/back and :
forth between the provincas in the north of the

country, and those immeciately to the north ohd

nortiheast oif Saigon. There are still major Viet

{ong concentrations which have not heen committed.

A. Beginning with a wide-ranging series ol attacks E
on mgin north-south land communications at the
snd of May, action increased markediy in the
northecn coastal provinces and highlands areas.

The major Viet Conyg action in this area was
# repimental assaulit around the government
vutpost of Ba Gia in Quang Ngai Province,
in which three government oattalions were
cihewea up before the V.et Cong were driven

ofi by airstrikes after three days.
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z. %ﬁiﬁ suiile WAS Luiivwed by & series ef il
succeusial Viet Cemg amousaes, aii but tws
of them in tae hilhhm previnces Wﬁaﬂw
Lacs and Cambodia. |

3. A Viet Ceng whe defected on June 3rd in the

| higklsn#ﬁ ywuvino. of Phu Bon claiwed to be
from North Vietmam's 3306th Diviaien, amd al-
legea that all thres ef the divisien's regi-
sents are sow im Kontus, Pleiku, ané Pau Bon
9:##1:@03. iis Qtitil‘ltt are aoticnlxirnté,
but siszeable ferces were clearly invelved in
recant #mbushti in ail three provincss. |

mﬂ in the past few says, Viet Cong activity has
sgain been intense just -~ pnertacsst of‘ﬂnixaﬂ.

Intercwpied cemsunications 1ndxaato tﬁat he

Iiet Cnﬁg have set up & tactieal ec-unli in tlii

avan, =2iich sermally impiies -pirttxall»lhg@ﬁ

r&kiieﬁzﬁi siresgib. |

i. The most n-riiu# actien hore was the ilempe-
rary seisure of the diastrict town ef Duomg Aowi
i Phusc lLong chviico by i full Viet Coag
regiment; at least one govermment reiief hat-
talion was mauled befere the Geuinuxﬁts were
ﬁkivoﬁ out today with the help of alr suppory;

full casunlties aAre met yeti Enowa.
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¢. ¥Waile we canamot yet be -ir- how extensive the
Viet Cong offensive this summer will be, we are
isclined to belisve that the Communits will 18-
tonsiiy existing patterns of classic gUer.
rills activity designed to isolate and erode'
goverument Ilorces, !5110 avoidxlz mjor set-
piece batties where government air power cam
e brought to hiar mnomt effectively.

a. éﬁ Streangth An South Yietaam now amounts to
about 33,500 men. About 21,000 of these are
listed as combai forces. An Australian in.
fantry battalion has arrived, and the South
Korsans are talking about sending a division to
South VTietnam,

The uat Governmeat in Saigon appears to he facing

# sajor challeange to its surviwal, thick is divert.

ing i1 from tae tasks at hand.

4. The lstest crimis grew out of Premier Quat's
eiforts to reshufile bis cabinet, without ap-
parently laying the groundwork as effectively
&3 ne did last month in getting the army to
#t0op 1its political intervention.
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1. Chief of State Suu blocked two of Quat's R
new ag@nintmﬂati on constitutioaal gronldl.
this I‘Oﬂ Quat's critics smong militant
Catholics and dissstisfied soutbers region—
alists an opening to try to’topplé the premier.
2. Sheropposition is strong enough #o that Quat |
has Deen forced to appeal Lo the ailitary to
_reiﬁlva the problen.
#. W¥While the military have appenred reiuctant to be-
'edan jnvolved in politics at a time when the war
reguires full sttention, they are showing imps-
tience over proloaged civilian qQuarvelisg; there
is no assurance that thcy 5111 inég ey will | E,_
find & satisfactory solutiom short of haviang o

resume sifective political comtrol themsslees.
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